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November 2017 Management Committee  

The Committee were told that 2,012 members had now enrolled for the 2017/18 season. 
The Treasurer anticipated that this would rise to 2,050 by March 2018, which would be an 
increase of over 6% on the previous year. There are now over 160 Groups operating within 
the Swindon U3A umbrella., and although  growth brings its own pressures and challenges, 
the vast majority of members are thoroughly enjoying their experiences. 

It was disappointing that fewer than half of the Group Organisers were able to be present 
at the annual GOsô meeting on 25th November. Those present took part in small discussion 
groups looking at questions such as ñHow do you engage with/welcome new members to 
your group?ò, ñWhat are your groupôs objectives?, ñHow has your group changed or 
evolved over time?ò, and ñHow many people in your group take some responsibility ï 
however small?ò. The feedback is being collated by General Secretary Margaret Goldie. 

As a result of questions and discussion at the GOsô meeting, it was agreed that a formal 
letter should be sent to all Group Organisers re-iterating the law on Data Protection and 
our policy on what information can be held, and clarifying what information it is acceptable 
for GOs to hold. This policy will also be available on the website. GOs will be asked to sign 
an acceptance form, so that the Committee can be clear that the organisation keeps within 
the law. 

Vice-chairman Avril Muirhead has set up the first meeting of the new Events sub-
Committee meeting for January and they will consider the planning of future events, 
including the 2018 Freshersô Fair, a second New Membersô meeting for early Spring, and 
the AGM in October. 

John Williams 

Chairman 
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December 2017 Management Committee 

The Committee agreed that progress was being made on a number of issues, including its Work Plan 2018 
which has 3 main themes: How we wish to take our U3A forward ï our aims and objectives; Streamlining 
the governance structure as the organisation grows in size; and Establishing positive links between the 
Committee and the Membership. 

The governance structure has involved re-constituting the sub-committee structure so that there will now 
be five sub-committees responsible for Events, Administration, Groups, Publications, and IT Development 
and Information Governance. Each will be chaired by a member of the Management Committee with at 
least one other MC member present. Membership from non-committee members and volunteers is 
welcomed. We need all the input and support we can get, from members with relevant experience and 
knowledge. New role descriptions for MC members will be approved in February. 

The report and largely positive feedback from the November Group Organisersô Meeting is to be published 
on the website. We are also seeking a volunteer to take on a new role as Data Protection Officer outside of 
the Management Committee.  

The Treasurer reported that membership was up to 2,030 as of 18th December 2017.  

John Williams 

Chairman 
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Monthly Meeting ï February 2018 

The Cravens and Ashdown House ð John Farrow, 

For the last ten years, John has been a National Trust guide at Ashdown House which 
stands in woods between Ashbury and Lambourn, 8 miles east of Swindon.  It was built as 
a hunting lodge in the 1660s by William Craven reputedly to enable his close friend 
Elizabeth, sister of Charles 1, (known as the Winter Queen), to get away from the plague in 
London.  John will give background to the Craven family and give pictorial descriptions of 
the House. and the people associated with it. 

Monthly Meetingð11th June 2018 

Sevington Victorian School ï Dinah Starkey and  Celia Jennings 

Sevington Victorian School is a perfectly preserved Victorian schoolroom near Chippenham. 
Dinah and Celia will be telling the story of the redoubtable Miss Squire, who ruled there for 
more than sixty years, and describing the experiences and reactions of the children who 
visit the school today.  
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Monthly Meeting at The Ellendune Centre 

Monday 11th December 

Despite the bad weather there was a good turnout of members for the monthly meeting and there was 
much tinsel and many Christmas jumpers on display. We were splendidly entertained by our very own 
U3ukes and U3A Guitar groups led by Phil Goddard. The quality of playing and singing was excellent, and 
we were even treated to a few jokes from Phil, but I wonôt comment on them. In the first session we 
listened to popular favourites from the Beatles like ñ8 days a weekò and the Shirelles ñWill you love me 
tomorrowò. 

During the interval our wonderful volunteer tea ladies provided free tea/coffee and mince pie. 

After the break we had a medley of Christmas songs and the Elvis classic ñReturn to senderò but my 
favourite, which brought back many happy memories, was ñHave I the right?ò by the Honeycombs; the 
groupôs signature tune.   
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Report on Monthly Meeting 8th January 2018 

óMy life as an Auctioneerô with Gordon Brockman 

Gordon gave us a most entertaining and informative talk, within which there was almost certainly a little 
nugget of information for most of us ! Now with Marlborough Auction Rooms, who had their first Sale 
recently, he underwent a career change, had major surgery, and during his recovery period he spent a lot 
of time watching Bargain Hunt and Flog It ! This awakened a new interest in him, and I suppose you could 
say ï the rest is history ! 

    He worked his way up, learning all the way, from unpacking boxes for three years (unpaid), to Porter 
(paid), reaching the dizzy heights of Head Porter! It then occurred to the current Auctioneer that there was 
no succession plan ï always a big problem ! He therefore became a trainee Auctioneer, further progressing 
to trainee Valuer. Throughout his talk Gordon impressed the need for his mantra of Reputation and Trust, 
these qualities being the key to success in a profession which takes him into peoplesô homes and selling 
their possessions for them. 

    Gordon entertained us with many stories of incidents that happened during his career, all of which were 
absolutely fascinating. He then took us down the óput these seven items in value order, starting with the 
highestô path. After much discussion, he revealed to us that only two were genuine, and the rest were fake. 

He reinforced the need for purchasers to  carefully examine receipt details for keywords like óstyle ofô (not 
real),  ómarked Rolexô (not Rolex), and ómoney back periodô (if not offered, donôt buy). 

He then spent a while explaining the folly of going straight to House Clearance people ï the moral is clear! 
Call in an Auctioneer first to assess items which may well have far more value than you think, then dispose 
of everything else. He ended his talk with the story of his highest-value sale item, which went under the 
hammer for Ã15,000 ï that went to the House Clearance people and not to the family. 

A timely warning for us to pass on to our nearest and dearest ! 

Lesley Coleman 
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 Coffee Morning 

My friend and I have set up a new Coffee morning group in Royal Wootton Bassett and 
maybe surrounding areas - open to all members. Due to considerable interest we have set 
up 2 groups which meet fortnightly on alternate Wednesdays and Thursdays at 11.15am at 
The Cross Keys Pub. You can be assured of a warm welcome. There is always the possibility 
of staying on for lunch, if anyone chooses. Come along, meet new friends, enjoy interesting 
conversation. Anyone who is interested and wishes to find out more please contact me by 
clicking on my name. 

John Turner  

  

Proposed new Yoga Group 

I am hoping to start up a new yoga group within the next couple of months to be held on 
Thursdays from 10 - 11.30am at Park South Community Centre in Cranmore Avenue.  

There is a large bright hall, with good parking, and it is on bus route 17.   

If you would like more information, please click on my name to send a message. 

Jackie Hewitt 

Astronomy Group - back in orbit 

We are planning to re-start this group on a monthly basis starting with the 2nd Tuesday of 
February. All prior members of the group will be contacted with final details. If anyone else 
is interested in joining us to learn more about the universe, planets and stars please contact 
Chris by clicking on his name. 

Chris Thackray  
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Proposed Acoustic Group  
 
I am interested in putting together an acoustic group comprising people who enjoy 
British Folk Music. Calling all musicians who enjoy folk music, especially folk music 
from the British Isles. I am looking primarily for musicians who play unusual 
instruments that most people wouldn't normally see or hear.  For example, if you play 
Northumberland bagpipes, lute, mandolin, autoharp, lap dulcimer or shawm and 
recorder I would like to hear from you. Fiddles and acoustic guitars or any unusual 
acoustic instruments are also welcome. I myself play hammered dulcimer. Anyone 
who may be interested or knows of someone who might be please contact Stephen 
Nicholls by clicking his name. 

http://member.swindonu3a.org.uk/send_a_message.php?mode=form&option=Newsletter&id=387638
http://member.swindonu3a.org.uk/send_a_message.php?mode=form&option=Newsletter&id=387638
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Travel Study Group C & G 

Visit to 

Bombay Sapphire Distillery and Winchester 

Monday 26th February 2018 

Includes tour of distillery and cocktail.  Free time in Winchester for lunch etc. 

Departure times and pick-up points: 

 9.00am Matalan Greenbridge 

 9.20am Ashington Way, West Swindon 

 9.40am Ellendune Centre Wroughton 

Depart for Swindon 4.00pm 

Cost Ã25pp includes coach entrance and drivers gratuity 

Please note that quests wearing open toed shoes and high heels will not be able to enter 
the still room. 

Contact  Sue York by clicking on her name. 

http://member.swindonu3a.org.uk/send_a_message.php?mode=form&option=Newsletter&id=386479
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Travel Group D & B  

Visit to The Museum of London 

Learn about London before it was London and up to the present day 

Tuesday 27th of February 

Departure times 

 8.00 am Highworth           

 8.20  Malborough Rd   

 8.30  Bus station           

 8.40  Gorse Hill              

 8.50  Ashington way     

Depart for Swindon at 4.30 

Cost Ã20 to include drivers gratuity and coach. 

All members welcome 

Contact Sheila OôConnell by clicking on her name. 

http://member.swindonu3a.org.uk/send_a_message.php?mode=form&option=Newsletter&id=386463
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Travel Group J 

Visit to Portsmouth 

Thursday 5th April 2018 

A visit to historic Portsmouth with options to visit the Historic Dockyard, Spinnaker Tower and/or Gunwharf 
Quays shopping centre. 

As our visit coincides with the school Easter holidays you are advised to consider booking historic dockyard 
attraction tickets on-line in advance. 

Departure times and pick-up points: 

 8.30am Ellendune Health Centre, Wroughton 

 8.40am Pipers Way 

 8.45am Coate Water 

4.00pm Depart for Swindon  

Cost Ã18 per person which includes the coach and gratuities 

All members and friends welcome. 

Contact Jayne Bellamy or Mike Carvell by clicking on their names.  

http://member.swindonu3a.org.uk/send_a_message.php?mode=form&option=Newsletter&id=387346
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Concert Goers Group invite you to 

The Colston Hall, Bristol 

Thursday 12th April 2018 at  7.30pm. 

Pre Concert talk at 6.25pm 

 

Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra presents 

 

Debussy ï Rondes de Printemps 

Mendelssohn Violin Concerto in E minor 

Berlioz- Symphonie Fantastique 

 

Departure times and pickup points 

16.15 Downsview Rd/Marlborough Road Junction    

16.30 Bus Station   

16.45 Ashington Way (W Swindon) bus stop   

 

Queries to Nina Stimson by clicking on her name. 

Payment required by 5th February, but please contact first. 

Cost  Ã37.00 includes ticket, coach and driverôs gratuity. 

 

http://member.swindonu3a.org.uk/send_a_message.php?mode=form&option=Newsletter&id=385215
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Aviation Group 

Visit To Imperial War Museum Duxford 

Thursday 12th April 2018 

Visit this Historic Battle of Britain airfield and museum of aviation history and discover the stories of people 
who lived and worked at RAF Duxford. 

Departure times and pick up points: 

 08.00am   Ellendune Centre Wroughton 

 08.10am   Downes View Rd / Marlborough Rd 

 08.15am   Coate Water 

04.00pm   Depart for Swindon 

Cost  Ã33pp includes, coach, entry to Imperial War Museum, American Air Museum, Airborne Assault 
Museum, Land Warfare Hall and the Royal Anglian Regiment Museum and driver's gratuity. 

There are a number of catering facilities on the site where a variety of snacks or main meals, hot and cold 
drinks can be purchased. 

Contact Ken Ivie by clicking on his name.  

http://member.swindonu3a.org.uk/send_a_message.php?mode=form&option=Newsletter&id=385748
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Gardening Group visit 

Kew Gardens 

Tuesday 1st May 2018 

Departure times and pick-up points 

 8.30am Ellendune Centre, Wroughton 

 8.45am Bus Station 

 9.00am Downs View Road/Marlborough Road 

4.30pm Depart for Swindon 

Cost Ã28pp  includes entrance to Kew Gardens, coach and driverôs gratuity. 

Contact Jeanie Dickie by clicking on her name. 

All members are welcome  

http://member.swindonu3a.org.uk/send_a_message.php?mode=form&option=Newsletter&id=384764

























